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5. An AbflraU of a Letter from Dr. VV in- 
cler chief Phyfitian of tbeTrincePala.* 
tine. Vat. Dec. zz. i68z. toVr.Frcd. 
Si are Fellow of the Royal Society, con « 
taming an account of a Murren in 
Switzerland, and the Method of its 
cure. 


the borders of Italy a Murren infected the Cattle 
^ which fpread farther into Switzerland, the Teirito» 
ries of Wirtemburg , and over other Provinces, and made 
.great deftruflion amongft the Cattle. The Contagion 
feem’d to propagate it fel fin the form of a Blen-Mijl , that 
iell upon thofe Pajtures where the Cattle grazed* info- 
much that herds have returned home fick * being very 
duli* forbearing their food* inoft cf them would dy away 
in twenty four hours. Upon diffe&ions were dtfeovered 
large and corrupted Spleens , fphacelous and corroded 
' Tongues' i fome ha & -Angina Maligna's. Thofe perfons 
that carekfly managed their Cattle without s due refpeft 
to their own health, were themfelves infedled and dyed 
away like their Beajh. 

Having had timelyNotice of this Lm from t»ur Neigh¬ 
bours we made fitch Provifion againfl: the invad¬ 
ing difeafethat very few of thofe that were', i»fe£fced 
by the Murrain dyed. Some impute this Contagion to the 
Witch-craft of three Capucins in Switzerland: But perhaps 
it may more probably proceed from fome Noxious Exha- 

N lotions 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 

Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). 

www.jstor.org 









04 ) 

Icitions thrown out oft he Earth, by three diftindi Earth, 
quakes perceived here and in our Neighbourhood in the 
Space of one year. 

The Method of Cure for the Cattle. 

As foon as ever there was any SufpitionoftheCowta- 
"ton upon any one ofthe Herd, the tongue of that beafl was 
carefully examined,in cafe they found any Aptha or Bliflers 
whether White, Yellow or Black, then they were obliged 
to rub, fcratchand tear the Tongue with a silver Inflru. 
ment ("being about the bredth and thickncfs of a Six-pence 
but indented on the hides, and having a hole in the middle, 
whereby its fattened to a stick, or handle as Fig* 14 -) 
fo that it bleed, then they muft wipe away the Blood and 
Corruption with new umvajben linnen. This done 
a Lotion for the Tongue is u fed, made of Salt and good 
Vinegar. 

The Antidote for the difeafed Cattle , and the Medicine 
for the fick is the fame, and is thusdeferibed. 

Take of Soot 3 Gun-powder , Br/mflone^Salt, equal parts, 
and as much water as is neceffary to wafh it down, give a 
large fpoonful for a Dofe. 


A further confirmation of the above mentioned Contagion, 
of its nature, and manner of jpr ending, by way of Poft feript 
from the ingenious Fred. Slare. M. 1). and F. R. S. Dat. 
March 27. 168 3- 

——I lately received an account of Two ingenious Travel¬ 
ers , who allured me the contagion had reached their Quar¬ 
ters on the borders of Boland , having pafs'd quite 
through Germany, and that the Methodufedia our Relation 
preferved and cured their Cattle. They told me the Con¬ 
tagion was obferved to make its progrefs dayly, fpreading 
•near two German Miles in twenty four hours. This they 
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fay was certainly obferved by many curious perfons , that 
it continually without intermiffion made progreflive voy¬ 
ages and fuffered no neighbouring Parijh to efeape ; fo 
that it did not at the fame timeinfedf places at great di- 
ftances. They added that cattle fecured at rac*. and man¬ 
ger were equally infedted with thofe in the Field. It were 
worth the confidering whether this infection is not carryed 
on by Come volatile Infect , that is able to make only 
fuch fhort flights as may amount to fuch computations 
For the account of the Ancients concerning the grand 
pejtilential Contagions is very little fatisfactory to this Ape*, 
who derive it from a blind putrefaction , from the incanta¬ 
tions of ill Men \ or from the conjunctions of inaufpicious 
Planets. I wifh Mr. Leervenhoccf had been prefent at fome 
of the dijfeclions of thefe infected Animals , I am perfwad- 
ed He would have difeovered fomeftrange Infect or other 
m them.-— 
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